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REMINDERS:  
 

 Please add the South-

east District office to 

your church newslet-

ter mailing list, either 

by mail or email.  Con-

tact information is 

below. 

 Visit our website:  

southeastdistrict.org.  

CAL ENDAR:  
 

May 10-20—General 

Conference, Port-

land, OR 

May 29-June 1—Texas 

Annual Conference, 

Houston–Hilton 

Americas 

June 12-18—Local 

Pastors School, Lak-

eview  

    May is a transitional time.  We are moving from the season of Spring 

into Summer.  In these transitional moments, I like to look back at my 

calendar to see where I am spending my time so that I can plan ahead 

and make adjustments for the future.  Calendars reveal how we spend 

our time. As I look back over the Spring, I see blocks of meetings.  There 

were cabinet meetings, clergy meetings, and SPR meetings.  I am sure your calendar is filled 

with all kinds of church meetings as well.  One might think we were ordained for the pur-

pose of meetings!    

    A few weeks ago, I was reminded of my call to ministry as I walked into a benefit for La-

mar Port Arthur.  While getting directions to my seat, a wonderful woman from UM Temple 

in Port Arthur approached me with a request to offer the blessing over the meal.  She 

proudly told me of her church membership and desire for the District Superintendent to 

offer the prayer.  I was happy to help.  As I waited off-stage for the MC introduction, my 

mind went back to all of the other moments where I’ve stood on stage to offer prayers:  

places like Fourth of July parades, Country Clubs, and Golf Tournaments.  There have also 

been benefit dinners and funerals for strangers.  I thought about the times where church 

members invited me to sit alongside them at band concerts and local theater productions.  

While I love these opportunities, they don’t come naturally for me.  I am a bit of fish out of 

water, as a preacher outside the church.  I had to grow into them.  These “outside the 

church” invitations are ministry opportunities.  In these moments we interact with people 

who may not know Jesus.  Is not the essence of each call to ministry, whether ordained or 

lay, to introduce people to Jesus?  It is hard to introduce people to Jesus if we are sitting in a 

church meeting.   

    Where do you spend your time?  How much time do you spend in your office? How much 

time do you spend out and about among regular people?  Friends, if we want to make disci-

ples of Jesus Christ, we need to take the opportunity to get out of the church!  Luke 5:12 

says “While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with lepro-

sy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, ‘Lord, if you are 

willing, you can make me clean.’”  Jesus got out among the people to bring hope and heal-

ing.  Follow Jesus’ lead and get out there my friends!  Bring Jesus to the people.  

Get Out of the Church 

Alicia Newsletter Editor: Erin Bunch 



Clergy Retreat 
    Rev. Laceye Warner’s PowerPoint is available for download from the district 

website at www.southeastdistrict.org/resources.html 

    Mark your calendar for next year’s retreat:  February 6-8, 2017. 

Registration Deadline: June 3 
Camper Registration Fee: $300  •  Adult Registration Fee: $200 

    This year’s theme is “Walk by Faith.”  Come join us in Palestine, 
Texas, at the beautiful Lakeview Conference Center as we look at 1 
Corinthians 5:7 and live by faith, not by sight.  Summer Camp is for 
those exiting 3rd-12th grades. 

Questions regarding SE District Camp should be directed to: 

Mark Bunch, Camp Coordinator, (409) 781-0357; mbunch@stpaulfamily.com  
Sue Martin, Registrar, (409) 296-4382; fumcws@windstream.net 

Summer Church Camp,  July 4-8, 2016 

    General Conference convenes every four years as a global gathering of the 

UMC’s elected clergy and lay delegates.  It is the only event which can revise 

church law and adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy, and economic issues.  Delegates also 

approve plans and budgets for church-wide programs.  General Conference is a unique time as a multitude of 

nations, tribes, and tongues come together to seek the Lord, listen, dialogue, and ultimately interpret and 

execute what they believe He sets forth through both legislative and plenary sessions.   

    We encourage you to be in prayer for the delegates to General Conference.  Leaders believe Methodists’ 

highest order of business must be deep, fervent prayer.  Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett of the North Alabama 

Conference explains “We want those attending to know that their United Methodist family is praying for 

them and with them--that God will lead them in the decisions that they will make for the future of our church 

and that the event will be a positive Christian witness in how we conference together.” 

General Conference:  May 10-20, 2016 

Candidacy  

Summit 2016 
 

    Are you interested in 
exploring a call to min-
istry?  If you are inter-
ested in exploring lay 
ministry, local pastor 
ministry, or ordained 
ministry, now is the 
time to talk to your 
pastor!  Following your 
pastor’s recommenda-
tion, the district super-
intendent will meet 
with you and approve 
you to attend the Can-
didacy Summit this 
summer on August 4-6.  
The deadline to regis-
ter for the Candidacy 
Summit is June 1. 

    Last Fall we sold the district-owned property Impact UMC that closed several 

years ago.  Unfortunately, we still owed a balance on the loan.  This Spring that 

debt was paid in full!  At our District Conference in April we celebrated this 

achievement.  We also approved a new district budget (effective July 1) that 

will enable us to expand ministry as a district and still reduce apportionments 

to enable individual churches to expand their ministries. 

A Reason to Celebrate in SE District 



2016 Annual Conference 
Annual Conference 2016  •  May 29-June 1, 2016 

Hilton Americas-Houston • 1600 Lamar; Houston 77010 • 713-739-8000 
 

    Conference Registration Deadline is Past.  If you are a delegate or 

clergy, and have NOT registered please contact the district office as 

soon as possible.  If there is a delegate change before or at conference, 

you must bring a letter from the pastor in order to register and vote. 

Monday, May 30 
 Small Membership Church Breakfast 

 Restorative Justice Breakfast 

 UM Breakfast 

 Hispanic Ministry Luncheon 

 Clergy Spouses Luncheon 

 Christian Educator’s Fellowship       
Luncheon 

 UM Women Luncheon 

 Gala Celebration Dinner 

    If you would like to contrib-

ute to this gift, send it to the SE 

District Office, PO Box 4004, 

Beaumont, TX  77704, and mark 

it for Bishop Huie’s gift.  The 

Committee on the Episcopacy 

will present this gift to Bishop 

Huie to thank her for her service 

as our Episcopal leader and her 

active service in ordained minis-

try for more than forty years.   

    Please note that gifts ear-

marked for specific individuals 

are not tax deductible. 

Help Honor  

Bishop Huie 

Dear Pastors and Lay Leaders,  

    Bishop Janice Riggle Huie is 
retiring this year.  For the last 
twelve years she has cast the vi-
sion for the Texas Annual Confer-
ence and lead us faithfully into a 
new future.  At Annual Confer-
ence we will honor her with a 
celebration dinner.  I want to in-
vite every church in the South-
east District to contribute to her 
retirement celebration.  How 
might your church say thank 
you?  Could you contribute $50, 
$100, $1000, or even $5000?   
No amount is too small or too 
large.  Let’s pull together to rep-
resent our district well and con-
tribute to her retirement cele-
bration.  Thank you for your gen-
erosity.  May God bless you!   

    Sincerely, Alicia Coltzer 
    District Superintendent 

Tuesday, May 31 
 Awards Breakfast 

 Church & Society/Religion & Race 
Breakfast 

 Laity Breakfast 

 Celebration Women Luncheon 

 Black Methodists for Church Renewal 
Luncheon 

 Retirees Luncheon 

Wednesday, June 1 
 Deacons’ Breakfast 

We are going  

BACK TO THE BORDER 

WITH SCHOOL SUPPLIES!!! 

 

    This year’s Center for Mission Excellence Mission 

Project is to raise funds for school supplies to dis-

tribute on both sides of the Texas/Mexico border.  We all know that ed-

ucation is the way to improve the future for so many disadvantaged chil-

dren who attend school in the poorest communities.  Church members 

and classes can purchase a backpack filled with supplies for a $25 dona-

tion or a teacher’s box for $100.  Any monetary donation will be appreci-

ated - $5, $10, $15 or more.  Please support this worthy project.  Bring 

monetary donations to the 4th floor outside the Grand Ballroom.  Make 

out a check to Texas Annual Conference and note “School Supplies.” 

Annual Conference MEALS 

For ticket information, visit http://www.txcumc.org/2016tac . 

Annual Conference CHILDCARE 
    Children at Conference will enjoy many opportunities to have fun and 

learn through conference childcare.  Register at https://form.jotform.com/

KiddieCorp/tackids.  A $50 late registration fee is now in effect. 

http://www.txcumc.org/2016tac
https://form.jotform.com/KiddieCorp/tackids
https://form.jotform.com/KiddieCorp/tackids


 Prayers  
 

 Deweyville UMC is entering 
“Phase One” of rebuilding 

 John Warren’s father-in-law 
(Orange, First) 

 Judy Shows’ brother (Kountze) 
 Praise for Rev. Wayne Flow-

ers Recovery (Nederland, First) 
 Rev. Mark Bunch’s mother 

(Bridge City, St. Paul) 
 Rev. Byron Jarratt (retired) 
 Rev. Sharon Sabom’s mother 
   (Mauriceville/Deweyville) 

 Rev. Anita Green (Silsbee) 

 W.C. Hall (Retired) 
 Rev. Bob and Lola Fosburgh 

(South Liberty UMC) 

Important District Events—Make Plans Now 

May 10-20—General Conference, Portland, OR 
May 29-June 1—Texas Annual Conference, Houston–

Hilton Americas 
June 12-18—Local Pastors School, Lakeview  

July 13-16—Jurisdictional Conference, Wichita, KA 
August 4-6—Candidacy Summit, Camp Allen (June 1 

Deadline) 
August 31-September 3—World Methodist Confer-

ence, Houston–Hilton Americas 

Make plans now to attend these important district and conference events.   

Emerging Leaders Endowment 
    The Emerging Leaders Initiative works to attract, encourage, and develop young 

people on their journey to ministry.  Because of the Initiative, young clergy in our 

district and conference are serving in churches that are increasing in worship 

attendance, attracting young families to become members, expanding youth out-

reach, and increasing participation in stewardship campaigns.  The Initiative has 

four programs:  Texas Youth Academy for high school youth, College Pastoral In-

ternship Project for undergraduates, Ambassador’s Grant for seminary debt, and 

Advancing Pastoral Leadership for young pastors.  To contribute, designate your 

gift “ELE—SE District” through your local church or the district office.  Your church 

is also encouraged to use special offering opportunities, such as communion rail 

offerings, to contribute towards this endowment ministry.  In honor of Bishop Hu-

ie’s ministry in the Conference, the Southeast District has pledged $30,000.   

We are on Face-

book now!  Like us:   

Southeast District  

of the Texas Annual  

Conference, United 

Methodist Church 

    The Southeast District has and continues to 

respond to the March flood with meals, flood 

buckets, donations, feet walking door to in-

ventory dam-

age, and hands to remove damaged property.  The 

district has responded to calls for workdays to help 

Deweyville UMC.  Thank you SE District!  There is 

more work to be done.  Watch our Facebook page, 

for information about current needs and work 

days. 

Upcoming District Work WEEKEND!   
Saturday, May 21, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  (lunch provided) 

Sunday, May 22, 1:30 p.m. 

    Join us for “Phase One” of rebuilding Deweyville First UMC.  Work includes hang-

ing insulation, installing drywall, and putting new plywood flooring throughout.  

Tools needed are cordless drills, hammers, saws, staple guns, saw horses, gloves, 

safety glasses, and whatever else you think we need to do the job!  Call Sharon 

Sabom, 713.553.3219 for questions. 

Flood Area News 


